
Phonics/ Reading 
and Read Write Inc

• 44 sounds
• 26 letters
• Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

One of the most complex alphabetic codes in the world.



• What does Early Reading look like?
• When should my child be blending and 

reading?
• How can I help them to blend and 

read?
• What colour books should they be on?
• How can I help them get to the next 

colour?
• How can I develop a love of reading for 

my child?
• How is phonics taught?



What does Early Reading look like?

• Children start phonics in Nursery. It starts with the 
development of oral skills, rhythm and environmental sounds.  
Once secure with this they focus on oral blending and 
recognising graphemes (letter shapes).

• In Reception, children learn all Set 1 sounds and are 
introduced to Special Friends, hold a sentence, Fred Fingers 
and blending. 

• In Year One, children learn Set 2 and 3 sounds and focus on 
fluency and decoding of both alien words and real words in 
preparation for the PSC. 

• By Year 2 children should have a secure understanding of Set 
1, 2 and 3 sounds. They should be fluent readers and able to 
decode multisyllabic words. Children will come off of the RWI 
programme in Year 2 and will begin RWI comprehension.



Resources we use

• Speed sounds card to teach and revise sounds.
• Green and red words to help build decoding and fluency with 

sight reading.
• Colour banded books
• Storybooks



Sound pronunciation

If in any doubt, please ask the 
teacher. 
We will be more than happy to help.

Fred games



Nursery and Reception



Year 1 and 2



Our sound charts.

We use these in class daily.



How can I help them to blend and read?

Children need to be exposed to a wide range of stories before they will be 
ready to blend. Daily reading and visits to the local library will support this 
(they can take out 30 books at a time). It is fundamental that you read to 
your children daily to help them to learn the skills of reading and the love of 
language. 

Children will not be able to read their library book and these are for 
discussing new vocabulary and comprehension skills.

They will get a decoding book when they are blending. They will be able to 
sight read the red words and decode the others.  If they hesitate, remind 
them to read the word using ‘Special Friends, Fred Talk,’.

For example, this means they spot the ‘sh’, then Fred Talk and blend to read 
the word e.g. sh, sh-i-p, ship. 



Children learn 
quicker through 
repetition.



Research shows that the number and range of words parents use to 
speak to their children predicts their success at school.

Use every opportunity to talk to your child throughout the day – meal times, 
travelling to school, playing together etc.

Our typical spoken language tends to reuse the same words: sad, happy, 
nice, nasty, cross, little, big, run.

Young children soak up words incredibly quickly, much more quickly 
than we are able to, so don’t hold back.

As adults, we know thousands of words we can share with children – each 
one of us is a walking thesaurus! 

Try to use a range of words and phrases with similar, but slightly different, 
shades of meaning (synonyms).
Encourage your children to use these words for themselves.

Build interesting sentences with your child e.g. what a miserable and 
gloomy day! Would you like a crunchy apple for snack?



Some words are ‘tricky’ because they contain letters 
that don’t match the sounds the child has been 
taught.

For example, ‘said’ has ‘ai’ making an ‘e’ sound.

We teach these common exception words as Red 
words.

In the early Storybooks, these words are printed in 
red text.

Remind your child not to use Fred Talk to read Red 
words but instead to stop and think. Tell them the 
word if needed.



1. Practise the sounds and phrases (m    a    t)
2. Practise reading sounds speedily. (m-a-t)
3. Help your child use ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’ to read 

words.
4. Watch the Virtual Classroom films together.



How can I help them to blend and read?

When your child reads the story, encourage them to read the 
word in Fred Talk if they hesitate or read it incorrectly. 

Praise them when they succeed.

Read back each sentence or page to keep the plot moving.

Your child’s energy is going into reading the words not the story.

1. Avoid asking your child to guess a word by looking at the
pictures.

2. Try not to become irritable if your child ever struggles.
3. Speak to the teacher if they are struggling as there are videos 

we can send home to help you. 



You can 
purchase these 
from Amazon 
along with 
speed sounds 
cards if you 
wanted. 



Let’s get 
children reading 
together



Videos sent home to support the 
children
We will occasionally send home a link to a video (or a QR code). These 
will give you access to the online portal and the videos that your child’s 
teacher has identified will help them. Please ensure you watch these a few 
times at home with your children. This is a very useful resources.  Just 
scan the QR code of click on the link and the video will play. 

http://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/z9kocP2W/V4HHtFyW

http://schools.ruthmiskin.com/training/view/z9kocP2W/V4HHtFyW


Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

